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Secretary of Labor shall have the authority 
and functions set forth in Reorganization 
Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1267; 5 
U.S.C. App.) and section 3145 of title 40, 
United States Code. 
SEC. 203. FUNDING. 

To carry out the program under section 
201(b), the Secretary, in addition to amounts 
in the Fund, may use amounts that have 
been made available to the Secretary and are 
not otherwise obligated. 

TITLE III—REVENUE 
SEC. 301. CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Treasury or the Sec-
retary’s delegate (referred to in this title as 
the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall issue obligations 
under chapter 31 of title 31, United States 
Code (referred to in this title as ‘‘climate 
change obligations’’), the proceeds from 
which shall be deposited in the Fund. 

(b) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.—Payment of 
interest and principal with respect to any 
climate change obligation issued under this 
section shall be made from the general fund 
of the Treasury of the United States and 
shall be backed by the full faith and credit of 
the United States. 

(c) EXEMPTION FROM LOCAL TAXATION.—All 
climate change obligations issued by the 
Secretary, and the interest on or credits 
with respect to such obligations, shall not be 
subject to taxation by any State, county, 
municipality, or local taxing authority. 

(d) AMOUNT OF CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGA-
TIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), the aggregate face amount of 
the climate change obligations issued annu-
ally under this section shall be $200,000,000. 

(2) ADDITIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—For any cal-
endar year in which all of the obligations 
issued pursuant to paragraph (1) have been 
purchased, the Secretary may issue addi-
tional climate change obligations during 
such calendar year, provided that the aggre-
gate face amount of such additional obliga-
tions does not exceed $800,000,000. 

(e) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall use 
funds made available to the Secretary and 
not otherwise obligated to carry out the pur-
poses of this section. 
SEC. 302. PROMOTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
mote the purchase of climate change obliga-
tions through such means as are determined 
appropriate by the Secretary, with the 
amount expended for such promotion not to 
exceed $10,000,000 for any fiscal year during 
the period of fiscal years 2022 through 2026. 

(b) DONATED ADVERTISING.—In addition to 
any advertising paid for with funds made 
available under subsection (c), the Secretary 
shall solicit and may accept the donation of 
advertising relating to the sale of climate 
change obligations. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
For each fiscal year during the period of fis-
cal years 2022 through 2026, there is author-
ized to be appropriated $10,000,000 to carry 
out the purposes of this section. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Ms. SMITH): 

S. 876. A bill to amend the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act to 
require the Secretary of Agriculture to 
make loan guarantees and grants to fi-
nance certain improvements to school 
lunch facilities, to train school food 
service personnel, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
to introduce School Food Moderniza-

tion Act to assist our schools in updat-
ing outdated kitchen equipment, allow-
ing them to provide healthier meals to 
students. I also thank my colleague 
from Minnesota, Senator SMITH, for co-
sponsoring this bill. 

School meals play a vital role in the 
lives of so many of our children. As one 
school nutrition director from Maine 
recently told me, school meals are the 
‘‘foundation for student success.’’ 
Nearly 100,000 schools participate in 
the National School Lunch program, 
serving 30 million children each day, 
helping to prevent hunger. Many chil-
dren consume up to half their daily ca-
loric intake at school, and some get 
their most nutritious meals of the day 
at school instead of at home. Because 
school meals are a significant source of 
daily nutrition for so many, we must 
consistently aim to improve the pro-
gram to best serve students. 

The COVID–19 pandemic has further 
highlighted the importance of school 
meals for many families. Across the 
country, schools and nutrition pro-
grams were adapted to remote and hy-
brid learning models during the pan-
demic. Nutrition programs in Maine 
and other states have tirelessly contin-
ued to support the nutritional needs of 
students despite school closures, with 
many schools offering as many as four 
or five meal delivery options to ensure 
families can continue to access food 
seven days a week. I met recently with 
school nutrition directors from Maine 
who said lack of equipment, including 
access to cold storage, has forced them 
to be even more creative in continuing 
to serve children across Maine during 
COVID–19. Many schools are using 
stoves from the 1960s and others lack 
adequate storage facilities to store the 
large amount of food needed to provide 
multi-day bulk meal bags for children 
and families who are learning remotely 
or attending school only part-time. 

The fact is schools built decades ago 
often lack the equipment and infra-
structure necessary to do more than 
reheat and serve one or two meal op-
tions each day. Even before the pan-
demic, nearly 90 percent of schools 
needed at least one piece of updated 
school kitchen equipment. It is esti-
mated that Maine schools alone would 
need $58.8 million for equipment infra-
structure upgrades needed to serve 
healthy meals to all of our students. 
The Agriculture Appropriations Sub-
committee, on which I serve, has con-
sistently recognized this need and ap-
propriated $30 million for School 
Equipment Assistance Grants last 
year. The School Food Modernization 
Act would codify and improve this suc-
cessful grant program to better meet 
the growing need nationwide. 

The School Food Modernization Act 
seeks to help school food service per-
sonnel offer a wide variety of nutri-
tious and appealing meals to all stu-
dents. First, the bill would provide tar-
geted grant assistance to supply the 
seed funding needed to upgrade kitchen 
infrastructure or to purchase high- 

quality equipment. Second, it would es-
tablish a loan guarantee assistance 
program within USDA to help schools 
acquire new equipment. Finally, to aid 
school food services personnel in run-
ning successful, healthy programs, the 
legislation would authorize grants to 
support training and technical assist-
ance for food service personnel. 

Mr. President, I encourage my col-
leagues to continue supporting school 
kitchen equipment needs as the Child 
Nutrition Reauthorization process 
takes shape. If our children are going 
to be able to learn and meet their full 
potential, they need their minds and 
bodies to be fully nourished. This bill 
would help us achieve that goal. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 122—RE-
AFFIRMING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF UNITED STATES ALLIANCES 
AND PARTNERSHIPS 
Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mr. 

MENENDEZ) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 122 

Whereas, from the American Revolution, 
through two World Wars, the Cold War, and 
the fight against international terrorist or-
ganizations, the United States has success-
fully relied on alliances and partnerships 
with like-minded countries to further our 
vital security, political, and economic inter-
ests, starting with the Treaty of Alliance 
with France in 1778 and continuing to the 
present day; 

Whereas these treaty alliances provide a 
unique strategic advantage to the United 
States and are among the Nation’s most pre-
cious assets, enabling the United States to 
advance its vital national interests, defend 
its territory, expand its economy through 
international trade and commerce, establish 
enduring cooperation among like-minded 
countries, prevent the domination of Europe 
or the Indo-Pacific and its surrounding mari-
time and air lanes by a hostile power or pow-
ers, and deter potential aggressors; 

Whereas United States treaty alliances ad-
vance critical shared interests, including up-
holding regional stability and security, de-
terring adversaries, maintaining maritime 
freedom of navigation, promoting global eco-
nomic prosperity, combating the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction, sup-
porting international institutions and archi-
tecture, advancing democracy, human 
rights, and the rule of law, upholding inter-
national law, and promoting shared values 
and norms; 

Whereas the combined strength conferred 
by treaty alliances enables the United States 
and its allies to leverage a multinational re-
sponse to important challenges and advance 
joint initiatives that tackle global problems 
with a unity of purpose; 

Whereas, after the end of the Second World 
War, the United States Government strategi-
cally invested in building a global network 
of alliances and partnerships, including 
through the Marshall Plan in Europe and 
with our post-war partners in Asia, which 
helped these countries grow into democratic, 
prosperous, peaceful nations with whom the 
United States could effectively partner; 

Whereas the United States-Japan, United 
States-Republic of Korea, United States-Aus-
tralia, United States-Philippines, and United 
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States-Thailand alliances are the foundation 
of regional stability in the Indo-Pacific; 

Whereas the United States greatly values 
other partnerships in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, including with India, Singapore, Indo-
nesia, Taiwan, New Zealand, and Vietnam; 

Whereas the United States maintains an 
unwavering commitment to the defense of 
Japan under Article 5 of the United States- 
Japan security treaty, which includes the 
Senkaku Islands, as recently reaffirmed by 
President Joseph R. Biden; 

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance 
is one of the most important political, eco-
nomic, and military alliances in the world, 
and is crucial to maintaining a favorable 
balance of power in the Indo-Pacific region 
and advancing a free and open region charac-
terized by a commitment to democratic gov-
ernance, the free flow of commerce, and 
shared rules and norms; 

Whereas the United States-Republic of 
Korea alliance is essential for peace and 
prosperity in Northeast Asia and critical to 
closely coordinating to face the challenges 
posed by the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea; 

Whereas the United States-Australia alli-
ance remains an anchor of stability in the 
Indo-Pacific and the world, while Australia’s 
2020 Defense Strategic Update and 2020 Force 
Structure Plan recognize and respond to 
Australia’s evolving strategic threat envi-
ronment, including by committing to boost 
its defense spending by 40 percent over the 
next decade and to bolster its high-end mili-
tary capabilities, which provides further op-
portunities for the United States and Aus-
tralia to boost cooperation on defense and 
strategic and emerging technologies; 

Whereas a strong United States-Philippine 
alliance is vital to a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific region, the Mutual Defense Treaty 
(MDT) is important for the security of both 
nations, and Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken has reaffirmed former Secretary of 
State Michael R. Pompeo’s March 2019 state-
ment regarding the clear application of the 
MDT to armed attacks against Philippine 
armed forces, public vessels, or aircraft in 
the Pacific, which includes the South China 
Sea; 

Whereas the Philippines is of unique 
geostrategic importance, is a crucial partner 
in the areas of counterterrorism and mari-
time security, and plays an important role in 
upholding regional security in the South and 
West Pacific, including the First and Second 
Island Chains, and a strong relationship be-
tween the United States military and the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines, solidified 
through agreements such as the Enhanced 
Defense Cooperation Agreement and the Vis-
iting Forces Agreement, is in the national 
interests of both the Philippines and the 
United States; 

Whereas the United States and Thailand 
are increasing their defense cooperation to 
advance shared interests in the Indo-Pacific; 

Whereas the United States has an oppor-
tunity to strengthen its relationships, in-
cluding defense relationships, with treaty al-
lies and other partners in Southeast Asia, es-
pecially through cooperation that enables 
these partners to better contend with in-
fringements on their sovereignty, including 
by encouraging allies to make specific in-
vestments to enhance their area denial and 
mobile defense-in-depth capabilities; 

Whereas, in 1949, the United States joined 
with several European countries to conclude 
the North Atlantic Treaty, which formed a 
basis for the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO), in order ‘‘to safeguard the 
freedom, common heritage and civilisation 
of their peoples, founded on the principles of 
democracy, individual liberty and the rule of 

law’’ and to ‘‘promote stability and well- 
being in the North Atlantic area’’; 

Whereas 30 European and North American 
nations are members of NATO, and all sig-
natories to the North Atlantic Treaty have 
‘‘resolved to unite their efforts for collective 
defence and for the preservation of peace and 
security’’; 

Whereas, following the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, the NATO alliance in-
voked Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty 
for the first and only time, reaffirming that 
an armed attack against one member of the 
alliance shall be considered an attack 
against all; 

Whereas NATO serves as a force multiplier, 
reducing the burden borne by the United 
States, has command structures, training in-
stitutions, and multilateral exercises that 
have generated unprecedented contributions 
to United States national security priorities 
and enabled NATO soldiers to serve along-
side members of the United States Armed 
Forces, including through NATO’s ongoing 
support of Operation Resolute Support in Af-
ghanistan, NATO’s Kosovo Force, Operation 
Sea Guardian in the Mediterranean Sea, the 
capacity-building NATO Mission Iraq, sup-
port for African Union missions, and air po-
licing missions in member and nonmember 
nations of Eastern Europe, and has taken a 
strong stand against Russian aggression in 
Eastern Europe; 

Whereas, in his February 19, 2021, speech to 
the Munich Security Conference, President 
Biden reaffirmed, ‘‘The transatlantic alli-
ance is. . .the strong foundation on which 
our collective security and our shared pros-
perity are built. The partnership between 
Europe and the United States, in my view, is 
and must remain the cornerstone of all that 
we hope to accomplish in the 21st century, 
just as we did in the 20th century.. . .The 
United States is fully committed to our 
NATO Alliance, and I welcome Europe’s 
growing investment in the military capabili-
ties that enable our shared defense.’’; 

Whereas previous Democratic and Repub-
lican Administrations alike have recognized 
that strong, healthy, and politically sustain-
able alliances require equitable, fair, reason-
able, and mutually beneficial burden-sharing 
arrangements, and that the key to alliance 
success is a diplomatic and security posture 
characterized by the effective marshaling of 
resources and acquisition and deployment of 
complementary capabilities, such as the in-
crease in defense spending by all NATO na-
tions since the Wales Declaration of 2014, 
with 11 members now spending 2 percent of 
their GDP on defense and several more on 
track to meet that benchmark by 2024; 

Whereas the United States’ extended nu-
clear deterrence commitments to NATO and 
Indo-Pacific allies are foundational to the 
health, strength, and effectiveness of these 
alliances and to continued international se-
curity and stability; 

Whereas maintaining robust United States 
diplomatic, economic, and defense budgets 
are critical to advancing cooperation with 
allies and partners on shared challenges, and 
deep and precipitous cuts in United States 
diplomatic, economic, and defense budgets 
would damage the health, robustness, and ef-
fectiveness of United States alliances; 

Whereas, in a sign of our shared security 
objectives and cooperation, our allies and 
partners have hosted United States military 
installations and welcomed members of the 
United States Armed Forces; 

Whereas citizens of our allies and partners 
have sacrificed their lives in support of ef-
forts to combat terrorism and promote secu-
rity in Afghanistan, Iraq, and elsewhere, and 
have contributed significant forces to our 
military endeavors, placing more combat 

power on the battlefield, while reducing the 
burden borne by the United States; 

Whereas the United States has worked 
with our allies and partners to mitigate con-
flict and humanitarian crises around the 
world, and United States allies have made 
significant contributions to address humani-
tarian, food security, health, climate-re-
lated, and other pressing challenges around 
the world; 

Whereas the United States and its allies 
face an increasingly challenging security en-
vironment in the 21st century, characterized 
by strategic competition with revisionist 
powers such as the People’s Republic of 
China and the Russian Federation, which 
seek to destabilize the international system; 

Whereas this security environment de-
mands United States and allied commitment 
to strengthening and advancing our alliances 
so that they are postured to meet these chal-
lenges, and will require sustained political 
will, concrete partnerships, economic, com-
mercial, and technological cooperation, con-
sistent and tangible commitments, high- 
level and extensive consultations on matters 
of mutual interest, mutual and shared co-
operation in the acquisition of key capabili-
ties important to allied defenses, and unified 
mutual support in the face of political, eco-
nomic, or military coercion; and 

Whereas successive generations of leaders 
of the United States and its allies have suc-
cessfully managed the challenges and con-
straints inherent in alliances, thus ensuring 
that the benefits of alliances outweigh the 
costs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) reaffirms the enduring commitment of 

the United States to our treaty allies in the 
Indo-Pacific region and NATO, as well as to 
other partners, including our treaty obliga-
tions for mutual defense; 

(2) emphasizes the primary importance of 
the United States’ relationships, alliances, 
and partnerships to global peace and pros-
perity; 

(3) recognizes the many contributions that 
alliances and partnerships have made to ad-
vance the interests of the United States and 
to promote shared interests; 

(4) underscores that alliances have en-
hanced mutual security by jointly sharing in 
common defense, including the defense of the 
United States, and that strong alliances and 
partnerships generate decisive and sustained 
United States military advantages; 

(5) encourages dealing constructively with 
significant tensions in the United States’ al-
liance relationships to ensure they do not 
create fissures that adversaries can exploit; 

(6) welcomes and seeks to advance the con-
tinued collaboration of the United States 
and our allies and partners to respect and de-
fend the rules-based international order and 
the values of democracy, human rights, and 
the rule of law that undergird our common 
security and prosperity; 

(7) reaffirms bipartisan support for equi-
table and mutually beneficial burden-sharing 
arrangements, including fair and additional 
substantive contributions by United States 
allies, and acknowledges the special meas-
ures agreements (SMA) reached by the Biden 
Administration with Japan and the Republic 
of Korea, and urges ongoing consultations to 
consider additional allied contributions be-
yond the traditional SMA categories and to 
use these consultations as an opportunity to 
strengthen our alliances with these two part-
ners; 

(8) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to strengthening and boosting 
our alliances and partnerships in the Indo- 
Pacific, including to contend with China’s 
growing power projection capabilities and 
use of coercive and grey-zone tactics, and to 
jointly develop, regulate, and monitor the 
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production, use, and protection of strategic 
and emerging technologies; 

(9) encourages the Biden Administration to 
focus significantly on growing defense co-
operation with Australia, especially in light 
of the country’s 2020 Defense Strategic Up-
date, and to build on United States-Japan 
initiatives that advance alliance defense co-
operation that contributes to a free and open 
Indo-Pacific, and to further boost coopera-
tion with both allies on the research, devel-
opment, and regulation of strategic and 
emerging technologies, including defense 
technologies; 

(10) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to the NATO alliance and to 
NATO efforts to counter Kremlin aggression, 
including military aggression and attempts 
to erode democratic institutions in the 
United States and other NATO member 
states; 

(11) urges the Biden Administration to 
work with its NATO partners to advance the 
efforts currently underway within NATO to 
better prepare the alliance to confront fu-
ture and emerging challenges, and to con-
tinue to encourage NATO nations to con-
tribute more to the alliance and improve 
their capabilities; 

(12) calls upon Indo-Pacific and NATO al-
lies to collaborate with the United States in 
developing the next generation of defense 
technologies, including disruptive and 
emerging technologies, while working to-
gether to improve multilateral export con-
trols, common standards for technology se-
curity, and norms and standards for new and 
emerging technologies; 

(13) asks all members of NATO, including 
the United States, to devote significant en-
ergy to the development of a new, forward- 
looking strategy to replace the 2010 Stra-
tegic Concept and focus on the many emerg-
ing challenges that face the alliance, includ-
ing China, Russia, and instability on Eu-
rope’s southern border; 

(14) calls on the Biden Administration to 
ensure United States policy and posture re-
flects the requirements of extended deter-
rence to preserve nonproliferation benefits, 
assure allies, and to deter, and if necessary, 
respond, across the spectrum of nuclear and 
nonnuclear scenarios in defense of allies and 
partners; and 

(15) supports maintaining robust diplo-
matic, economic, and defense budgets as 
critical to advancing cooperation with allies 
and partners on shared challenges. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 123—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 2021 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH’’ 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. KAINE, Ms. 
WARREN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. WARNER, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. WYDEN, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. BOOKER, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. KING, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. SINEMA, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. SMITH, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
Mrs. FISCHER, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. CARPER, and Mrs. BLACK-
BURN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 123 
Whereas National Women’s History Month 

recognizes and spreads awareness of the im-
portance of women in the history of the 
United States; 

Whereas, throughout the history of the 
United States, whether in their homes, in 
their workplaces, in schools, in the courts, 
or during wartime, women have fought for 
themselves, their families, and all people of 
the United States; 

Whereas, even from the early days of the 
history of the United States, Abigail Adams 
urged her husband to ‘‘Remember the La-
dies’’ when representatives met for the Con-
tinental Congress in 1776; 

Whereas women were particularly impor-
tant in the establishment of early chari-
table, philanthropic, and cultural institu-
tions in the United States; 

Whereas women led the efforts to secure 
suffrage and equal opportunities for women, 
and also served in the abolitionist move-
ment, the emancipation movement, labor 
movements, civil rights movements, and 
other causes to create a more fair and just 
society for all; 

Whereas suffragists wrote, marched, were 
arrested, and ultimately succeeded in 
achieving— 

(1) the ratification of the 19th Amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, 
which provides, ‘‘The right of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any 
State on account of sex.’’; and 

(2) the enactment of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq.), which ex-
tended the protection of the right to vote to 
women of color and language minorities; 

Whereas women have been and continue to 
be leaders in the forefront of social change 
efforts, business, science, government, math, 
art, literature, music, film, athletics, and 
other fields; 

Whereas women now represent approxi-
mately half of the workforce of the United 
States; 

Whereas women once were routinely barred 
from attending medical schools in the 
United States, but now are enrolling in med-
ical schools in the United States at higher 
numbers than men; 

Whereas women previously were turned 
away from law school, but now represent ap-
proximately half of law students in the 
United States; 

Whereas, since the American Revolution, 
women have been vital to the mission of the 
Armed Forces, with more than 200,000 women 
serving on active duty and 2,000,000 women 
veterans representing every branch of serv-
ice; 

Whereas more than 10,000,000 women own 
businesses in the United States; 

Whereas Jeannette Rankin of Montana was 
the first woman elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives in 1916 and Hattie Wyatt Cara-
way of Arkansas was the first woman elected 
to the United States Senate in 1932; 

Whereas Margaret Chase Smith of Maine 
was the first woman to serve in both Houses 
of Congress; 

Whereas, in 2021, a record total of 144 
women are serving in Congress, including 120 
women in the House of Representatives and 
24 women in the Senate; 

Whereas President Jimmy Carter recog-
nized March 2 through 8, 1980, as ‘‘National 
Women’s History Week’’; 

Whereas, in 1987, a bipartisan group of Sen-
ators introduced the first joint resolution to 
pass Congress designating ‘‘Women’s History 
Month’’; 

Whereas, in 1987, President Ronald Reagan 
issued a Presidential proclamation pro-
claiming March 1987 as ‘‘Women’s History 
Month’’; 

Whereas, in 2020, Congress passed the 
Smithsonian American Women’s History Mu-
seum Act (title I of division T of Public Law 
116–260) to establish a national women’s his-
tory museum on or near the National Mall in 
Washington, DC; and 

Whereas, despite the advancements of 
women in the United States, much remains 
to be done to ensure that women realize 
their full potential as equal members of soci-
ety in the United States: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 2021 as ‘‘National 

Women’s History Month’’; 
(2) recognizes the celebration of National 

Women’s History Month as a time to reflect 
on the many notable contributions that 
women have made to the United States; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National Women’s History Month 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today in honor of Women’s History 
Month to recognize the extraordinary 
achievements of past generations of 
women, and to pay tribute to the vital 
role they have played in the political, 
economic, and social development of 
this nation. 

Women’s History Month provides a 
special opportunity to reflect upon 
women’s countless accomplishments 
that touch all aspects of our society— 
from government, to business, the arts 
and sciences, the military and much 
more. I look upon the courage our 
predecessors displayed with great ad-
miration, and I continue to be inspired 
by those who blazed the trail for 
women like me. 

In December of this past year, I was 
incredibly proud to see the Smithso-
nian Women’s History Museum Act, 
which I co-led with Senator SUSAN COL-
LINS, enacted into law. This law will 
create a long overdue, permanent mu-
seum to collect, study, and create pro-
grams that celebrate women’s experi-
ences and contributions. 

However, the last year also brought 
with it the loss of a number of pio-
neering women, including Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg, NASA mathematician 
Katherine Johnson, and the brave Civil 
Rights Movement champion Lucille 
Bridges. Though these icons are no 
longer with us, their contributions will 
live on and their accomplishments 
have shattered glass ceilings for future 
generations of women. May we honor 
their work and memory with a com-
mitment to elevate and support future 
women leaders. 

This past election year marked a new 
high water mark for women in politics, 
as more women ran for and were elect-
ed to office in 2020 than ever before. Of 
the many notable wins, I was overjoyed 
to see my friend and former Senate col-
league, Vice President KAMALA HARRIS, 
elected to the nation’s second-highest 
office. The election of more women to 
places of power is crucial for our con-
tinued progress. 

I am eager to work with Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS and the 144 women serving 
in Congress in 2021 to address the chal-
lenges before us. 

One of our first priorities must be to 
address the ongoing pandemic, which 
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